
Latent Syphilis 

* Characterized by : 

        - Absence of clinical manifestations 

        - positive serological tests   

* Types of Latent Syphilis: 

        A) Early latent                 B)  Late latent 

* Diagnosis:  

       * The patient is clinically free 

         * Serological test are positive 



          * C.S.F is normal 

* Fate of latent Syphilis: 

            *  30 % ends by spontaneous cure 

         *  30% remain latent 

         *  40% evolve into   - Benign tertiary stage 

                                         - Cardiovascular Syphilis 

                                         - NeuroSyphilis 

 

 



        Benign tertiary Syphilis 

ü GUMMA (Occurs on the skin and bones, mucosa,    

viscera, muscles and eyes) starts as a slowly 

progressive painless nodule or plaque and breaks 

down into ulcer 

ü Characters of gummatous ulcer:  

   * Punched out edge 

    * Wash leather floor ( dirty slough)  

    * Regional lymph nodes are not enlarged 



   * It is not infectious 

    * It heals leaving a thin atrophic scar 

ü Diagnosis:  

    1) DGT: -VE  

    2) Serological tests: STS (70-90%). Specific 

       (100%)   




